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part in an event on green industrialization organiteddopperation frameworks. .

Kenya. An opportunity to discuss the best path &tilbron the sidelines of COP28, the Agreements in tt
pel Africa towards a carbon neutral economy. mining sector between the United Arab Emirates ar
The Head of State also received in audience th=Boumaisdi were signed by the Ministers responsible f
tors wishing to provide their support in the sportsfeestpr affairs of the two countries in the presence of tl
and promised to visit the country in the coming daysitaian Head of StReesidency)

contact the technical services with a view to setting up

The Head of State enhances the taxpayer's day with his presence

**V OUUHIMBAZA Mr. Jean Claude Manirakiza indicated that the new tec
NGAKORl nology of electronic declaration and electronic payme
of taxes brought added the value to the country becau:
5 KIGARAMA 20 = = it allowed the increase in revenue to the public treasu
and the reduction of tax and customs fraud.
Despite the significant progress in the collection of taxe
ESHA NO KUR4 the Commissioner General of the OBR deplores the b
IGIHUGU » havior of certain OBR agents who collaborate with ce
| Em tain traders or the economic operators in tax fraud. Sor
of them were fired, others imprisoned, said Jean Claut
MANIRAKIZA.
‘ ~ Mr. Olivier Suguru, President of the Federal Chamber
O n Tuesday December 5, 2023, the He@bwimerce and Industry of Burundi (CFCIB), in respon

State His Excellency Evariste Ndayishimifet concern, indicated that that organization will wo

enhanced with his presence the Taxpapesimergy with the Government of Burundi to combat
Day, 8 Edition organized in Bujumbura undercdhenitted fraud, including the fraud tax and the custor
theme "Let's use modern technology for online Jdaies-
tion and payment of taxes and fees , let's supJorthisespeech for the occasion, the President of the R
development of the country.” public of Burundi His Excellency Evariste NDAY
The Commissioner of the Burundian Revenue ISHIBEYE pointed at certain executives and agents
(OBR) Mr. Jean Claude Manirakiza indicated thtaetf@BR who display the notorious complicity in ta
Day is an opportune moment for tegadatition, forfraud, calling for a change in behavior. And to speci
congratulating ourselves on the progress alreatlyatexcdlaw on digitalization will soon be put in place, wi
orded and an opportunity to deplore the shortcamireyg to repressing anyone who disregards the lav
and errors committed. (RTNB)

Seminar for the Heads of Diplomatic and Consular Missions of Burundi abroad

On Thursday December 7, 2023, His Excellency
= the President of the Republic Evariste NDAY-
| ISHIMIYE met behind closed doors the Heads o
Diplomatic and Consular Missions of Burundi
abroad at the Ntare House palace.
After that session, the Minister of Foreign Affairs
n December 7 and 8, 2023, the Minisénydof Development Cooperation Ambassador Alber
O Foreign Affairs and Development CoopENAIGIRO discussed about the current situation of B
tion organized a seminar for the Headmofan diplomacy, then he indicated that that seminar
Diplomatic and Consular Missions of Burundi abopgenized at a time when Burundi is experiencing a ne
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momentum of development with the vision ¢ ®ll-them about the Vision of Burundi as an Emergi
rundi as an Emerging country in 2040 and a Bawatry in 2040 and a Developed country in 2060, k
oped country in 2060. The Minister Albert SHbNGEnlightening their conscience on the contribution
RO reminded the Heads of the Diplomatic andlCBarundians to the success of that objective. He t
sular Missions of the Ministry's commitmentirfded the major pillars of the sustainable develo
strengthening the economic diplomacy throJglerdarincluding peace and security, the program buc
awareness raising in favor of the foreign di-ett time digitalization of services and an awakened cc
vestments, trade, tourism promotion, infrasirsiciiemee for the interest of his homeland. The Preside
and technology transfer. of the Republic finally announced that a new actic
In his speech, the President of the Repub ipJadjsincluding the challenges and solutions discuss
Excellency Evariste NDAYISHIMIYE said that tihat seminar, will be accomplished for a dynam
seminar will be of a great importance, bec aigpdoihacy.

will be an opportunity for thetassfsments The second day of the seminar of the Heads of Dip
and their determinations in promoting the Bunatiti-and Consular Missions was marked by the ve
an diplomacy. The President of the Republicaugegaresentations and discussions on the Diaspor
the leaders, including the Diplomats, to usdhtheiew agreements relating to the Burundian migre
positions in order to bring about a significanivoolsers, the new Cooperation Framework Plan b
tive change, each in their field, although thevaen Burundi and the United Nations Developme
sistance to change was always reported. System, the new approach to the financial manag
The Head of State asked the Burundian Diplomatsprogram budget) and the activity reports: fin
accredited abroad to praise the riches of the ringsiand reminders of the expected results.

try including coffee, tea, tourist sites, the clifm@eeminar ended with the reading of the recomme
the quality of its food, etc. He took the oppodatiitys made during that actMBADC)

The First Lady of Burundi highlights the importance of the fight against AIDS on Inte
national Day

‘ that disease and the challenges that remain.
-

In her speech, the First Lady welcomed the significe
progress made by Burundi in the fight against AID.
which has earned the international recognition for he
ing progressed towards the ambitious UNAIDS targ
of 9595 95, in the Central and East Africa region.
However, she reminded that despite those encoura
ing advances, it is essential to persevere because tl
path to the total elimination of the disease still remai
long.

The First Lady expressed her deep concern about tl

n Wednesday December 6, 2023,,H8istence of cases of contamination among the B

First Lady Her Excellency AngglipRjian population, particularly among the young pe

_ NDAYISHIMIYE, took part in the cergiaoshe stressed that the fight against AIDS is a c
nies to celebrate the International AIDS Day|dRtiA€ responsibility, because the consequences
province of Ruyigi, normally celebrated on Jggeifisease affect the whole of society and hinder t
ber 1 of each year . de@ifpfént of e codnthy EIRE stréhdiyBdenodnc:
the leadership to Commdmiliplacices tRat colriButetd theSpread
livered a committed speech, highlighting Bugygdjitus, such as the use of narcotics and the sext
the remarkable achievements in the fight aggjggke, and called on each individual to actively e
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gage in the prevention and eradication of those g€Cid?+) to champions in the fight against AIDS in B
es. rundi including H.E the First Lady and President of tf

o . Office, of the First Lady for Development -(OPDD
In a fervent call for justice, the First Lady demg ﬂpﬁqdi, the Ministry ofyPuinc Healtﬁ and t(he Figa

that the perpetrators of rape and other wronggolid,“s|ps (MSPLS), the U.S Embassy in Burunc
against the young girls be severely punished. £ I > National Association for SUpporoSitiy
requested the increased involvement of the adrni tkﬂ]—DS patients (ANSS)

tive authorities to prevent the new contamingtions
among the children and promote the appropriafEhproelebration of the International AIDS Day was a m
tection measures. Furthermore, she expressthenémarked by the mobilization of the First Lady ar
gratitude to international partners who continue taaup-committed actors from the Burundian Ministry
port Burundi in that crucial fight, while encouragigbiiee Health and the Fight against AIDS. That evel
continued cooperation in strengthening the rnat@mgthened the determination of all participants to i
capacities in that area. Various prizes were awe rdediby the awareness, prevention and treatment effor:
the Consultative and Decldimking Framework ah order to achieve the goals set by UNAIDS and ensu
the Organizations of People Living with HIV (RhelbBatter health for all BurundRnesidency)

and the Community of Communes of Pithiverais

People with disabilities called upon to plan the development projects

and Heads of the various decentralized services i
Gitega as well as the population and current beneficie
ies of the National Apparatus and Rehabilitation Cent
(CNAR).

During that Mass, the celebrant Priest reminded the o
gins of the CNAR in 1973, initially a center for the dis.
bled managed by the Catholic Church to become a n
tional center in 1986. Under the theme "United in actic
to save and achieve the Sustainable Development Goe
for, with and by peopl e
were enhanced by the demonstrations of performance
by disabled artists developing their numbers while calli
O n Thursday November 7, 2023, the nafigngieir inclusion in economic development planning

fitting and rehabilitation center locat2dhrious sectors of national life.

Gitega celebrated its golden jubilee anthther speech for the occasion, the Minister responsib
International Day of Persons with Disabilities \vaiclthis social affairs, Madame Imelde Sabushimike, nc
normally celebrated on December 3 each yeagdThet the considerable efforts are being made to su
ceremonies were enhanced by the presence pbrthgeople with disabilities in Burundi. She notably cit:
Prime Minister of the Government of Burundi, _iegt&ervices of the CNAR where disabled people wi
ant General of Police Gervais Ndirakobuca apdotie® economic vulnerability are treated free of charg
Minister in charge of national solidarity. The spe@ggbes the country, she noted, the Government of B
delivered on that occasion suggest that the Gawefinhas already built more than 1,500 homes for vt
ment of Burundi has made a lot of efforts to sugrte disabled people while those who can and wr
people with disabilities. can raise walls benefit from the Government's sheets.
The festivities began with a thanksgiving MassMeelSabushimike thanked the specialized centers ar
brated at the Saint Sacrement Parish of Gitec&eftaat public schools which have already integrated i
Mass saw the participation of the Prime Ministatllisdre education into their programs.
tenant General of Police Gervais Ndirakobuca, treMiis part, the Burundian Prime Minister reaffirmed tl
ister of National Solidarity, Social Affairs, |Borandian Government's commitment to ensuring th
Rights and Gender, Mrs. Imelde Sabushimike, \geliieing of the entire population in general and peopl
executives of the Prime Minister's office, executives
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with disabilities in particular. And to call on th &iovernment of Burundi, which will allow the Gover
national organizations working in Burundi to ineundeof Burundi to review increasing the budget all
in their action plans, projects aimed at the ecoatau-to this sector, especially since Burundi has nc
ic empowerment of people living with the cliadbpied a program budget system.

ties. The organizations of the United Nation3tsyddead of the Burundian Government calls on B
tem have been called in a particular way askid@ns to contribute effectively to forever banishii
them to follow in the footsteps of the Govern teatuofwvorthy behavior of people who roam the cities
Burundi which continues to be concerned ak @la#tytieng begging, reminding that those who are r
welbeing of that category of people. turned to families do not take long to return to th
Addressing people with the disabilities to addtesse et s . Al n the commun

their grievances, Prime Minister Lieutenant Geteetalthe supervision of street children returned to t
of Police Gervais Ndirakobuca asked peoplé witmi | i es so that they d

disabilities to plan the development projects Rrilime Minister.

with the Government's vision of making Bur.hdeaRrime Minister and the Minister in charge of n
Emerging country in 2040 and a country devéimpedsolidarity provided the food assistance to the r
in 2060. He asked the confederation of asso:fatr@isequipment and rehabilitation center to suppor
of people living with disabilities to plan develdpritsractivities to care for disabled gBIN&)

projects that align with the-2080 vision of the

Some oral presentations with debate for the Minister responsible for Public Health

process, the capacity to execute public expenditu

- and the monitoring of budgetary and accounting il

formation.

In addition, the evaluation of the effectiveness of tl
‘ internal control system focused on the aspects rele
D uring the ing to the control environment, risk assessment ar

plenary ' control activities, information and communication ¢

session well as management.
of December 8Considering the evolution of the investment credi
2023, the Nationallocated to the Ministry, the observation is that the
Assembly invitedvas, for the financial years 2019/2020 to 2022, an i
the Minister of Public Health and the Fight agyaasst of 121% due to the construction of the new hc
AIDS, Mrs. Lydwine Baradahana, to ansv/pitalse However, a decrease of 29.3% is observed f
guestions of the Honorable Deputies concer lihg #@22/2023 financial year because the constructi
audit report released by the Court of Auditor sbardget was transferred to OBUHA.
budgetary management capacity of its Min suy florthe level of budget execution in relation to vot:
the period from 2019/2020 to 2022/2023. Theppeopriations, the overall rate of budget execution
objective of that session was to clarify the B&@8s in 2019/2020, 97.2% in 2020/2021 and 90.8%
raised by the Honorable Deputies and to 20¥#i022. Even if the reasons are not mentioned, t
detailed explanations on the findings of that -@bservation is that the budget execution rate for inve
The audit carried out by the Court of Audi:onerfts is low for the years 2019/2020 (41.5%) an
cused on the evaluation of the budgetary a8024¢2022 (69.5%).
counting management conditions, as well as ©artam actions were initiated as part of the preparati
evaluation of the internal control capacity. Ditferre implementation of the program budget by tt
aspects were taken into account when assdsisgy of Public Health and the Fight against AIDS.
budget management conditions, including tiuestions relating to the current state of municip
sessment of the previous management revidvospitals and the assets of the said Ministry wer
management capacity of the budget prepaeased by the Honorable Deputies. The Minister re
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sponded by indicating that thanks to the suppo tofidhg, it is recommended that the Ministry of Publ
global fund, those assets will be listed using CMddith and the Fight against AIDS adopt the recomme
software, which will make it possible to obtain aafiesyss made by the Court of Auditors.

vision of the assets of that Ministry. Regardingrshéydwine Baradahana had the opportunity to prese
shortage of the medical personnel and the depathearaasures taken by her Ministry to improve the bud
the Doctors abroad, the Minister stressed that thgpmanagement and ensure the efficient use of tt
propriate solutions are being developed to rescladidtatied resources. She underlined the importance
problem. transparency and accountability in the management
After analysis of the report of the Court of Audifoubllzyfunds, as well as the commitment of her Minist
the standing committee on public accounts and fioaingglement the recommendations made by the Court
economic affairs and planning, it appears that Auditgrs.

the budgetary years 2019/2020, 2020/202: Atatiee end of the plenary session, the President of tt
2021/2022, the Ministry of Public Health and thé&&igimal Assembly, including the Deputies, satisfied w
against AIDS has done its best in budget managgraesmiswers and explanations provided during his fir
However, shortcomings should be noted linkeditdetivention before the Deputies, strongly encourage
low execution rates of certain expenditures, théhéoMjnister Baradahana to continue his efforts and
delays in the completion of the public expethtuiaue to work for thelvestig of the population with
chain, the keeping of accounts and the effective:nietsrofinatio(General Assembly)

the internal control system. .

Approval of new members of the Independent National Electoral Commission (CENI) by
National Assembly

Those Candidates approved

by ninetfive (95) Honorable

Deputies are:

Ntahorwamiye Prosper, Hutu,

was approved President of

the CENI;

NAHIMANA Victoire, Tutsi,

was approved \Heeesident

of the CENI;

BIZUMUREMYI Odette, Tut-

si, was approved as commis-

sioner in charge of admin-

istration and finance;

NYANDW!I Sylvestre, Hutu,

PALAIS DE LASSEMBLEE NATIONALE was approved as commis-
sioner in charge of legal af-

l l nder the provisions of the article 91, paia-and electoral litigation;

graph 2 of the Constitution of the RepuBIZBMANA Francois, Hutu, was approved as commit
Burundi, seven new candidate memb 2sgér in charge of electoral education and communic
the Independent National Electoral Commission {QENI)
were approved by the National Assembly in tur NIDANGRAGIJE Léonidas, Hutu, was approved as cor
the plenary session of December 7, 2023, aterisdiener in charge of operations, electoral IT and equ
Senate approved them on December 6, 2023. ment maintenance;
Thus, they will be appointed by the presidentia Bel®&&€sA Gabby, Tutsi, was approved as commission
in accordance with that previous law, taking inipc@rge of electoral logistics and suffpteeral
count that they were approved separately by Ws%@mbly)
tional Assembly and the Senate by the absolute: majori-

ty.
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Information and exchange Seminar for the Parliamentary, Members for the Commi
sions in charge of the political and diplomatic issues

strengthening the
National and Inter-
national  Sover-
eignty, particularly
through the devel-
opment of an offi-
cial foreign policy
document.

ment Cooperation organized, from DeeRipresentation on the negotiation of partnerships a

ber 5 to 6, 2023, at the Lake Tangargok@eration agreements which falls doubly within th
Club, in the economic capital of Bujumbura r@mibbecause not only do they negotiate partnershi
formation and exchange Seminar for the Parlianteagreements themselves but also because the G
tarians, members of the Commissions in chaggarant submits the acts relating to the diplomatic se
political and diplomatic issues. tor to their vote and cooperation, in response to tk
In his speech at the launch of activities, on Tuesslant articles of the National Constltutlon
December 5, 2023, on behalf of the Ministe s % -
eign Affairs and Development Cooperation, §
cellency Albert Shingiro, the Permanent Se
at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Devel
Cooperation Mr. Ferdinand Bashikako wes
the guests. " 1)
He thanked the President of the Commlssm""*’ T
National Assembly, Honorable Céme Manire
his sincere and active collaboration in the p epara-
tion and completion of that work. He also thddikéaimatic, legal and protocol practices in order
the Honorable Executives for being kind enoalghifypthe interactions with the parliamentary work;
respond to the invitation, and everyone who =dititelmnain orientations of Burundi's foreign policy.
uted to the preparation of the Seminar. He finally concluded that those themes converge t
He specified that that Seminar is a means wfaeds a common objective which is the full realizati
changing information and sharing the expe iehtteseconomic diplomacy of our country based on f
on certain diplomatic sectors targeted by the pilitmg) namely the attraction of the foreign investmen
agreement likely in responding more easily endohitblogy transfer; the gradual industrialization of t
the full knowledge of the facts to their leg slatimery; infrastructure development; promoting tra
mission. It was also an opportunity for the I/amdttgurism. They converge at the same time towar
for providing them with the necessary instruméntss i mpl ement ati on of t
to better understand the diplomatic work andnitg country in 2040 and
effects on the population that they represerBefitle closing the Seminar, the participants raised t
dignity. recommendations. They really appreciated the orga
Mr. Ferdinand Bashikako informed them thattinm of that Seminar for them because they benefit
country has regained its rightful place in the dpogethe analysis tools in their daily work, and the
of the Nations, under the enlightened leadelstighell another Seminar for them to learn more b
His Excellency Evariste NDAYISHIMIYE, Prasigeetthe time was sHMEADC)
of the Republic of Burundi. He said that that devel-
opment strongly encouraged the country in

T he Ministry of Foreign Affairs and De'/&lugt- Seminar revolved around three presentations:




P
age MFADNMAGAZINE 23 of december

Information and exchange seminar for the newly appointed Diplomats

n Wednesday Dece
6, 2023, in Gitega,
Centre Magnificat,

Permanent Secretary at the
try of Foreign Affairs and De . : e

ment Cooperation Mr. Ferdinand BASHIKAK@ pepresent the country requires to knowing-its soci
ceeded to the opening of the information and es:elsangeic development projects, its vision and its amlt
seminar for the newly appointed Diplomats. tion, that it is necessary to mobilize the foreign investol
Before beginning his speech, the Permanent S3agteggent to them the numerous business opportuniti
first greeted and extended a warm welcome tarttog®od climate. He indicated that the Burundi's ec
diplomats. He continued his speech saying tyaentie diplomacy is based on five pillars, namely: th
Ministry organized that seminar for the newly apptiiaeiibn of foreign investments; technology transfer; tl
Diplomats for a better knowledge and understantaiagressive industrialization of the country; infrastructu
their responsibilities with a regard to the missiordgiv@npment; promoting trade and tourism.

seeing that the diplomatic mission is both noble,R&p#sding the communication, the Permanent Secreta
rating and compelling. It also requires the quafiked, them to always use a rapid, effective and efficie
intelligence, love of work, wisdom and patriotisrh\communication, accurate, objective, clear, concise, ar
The Permanent Secretary reminded them that Banstdictive and issued in a timely manner and faithful
is a sovereign State, which has approved its d gh@yfateign policy and instructions of the Capital city. R
the world and which has been able to overcomr @anging the cooperation with the countries or the orgar
challenges including attempts at the foreign irmafif@ns in their jurisdiction, he also implored them to e
ence in the internal @sureftheistresgthening of theexisting good relations, B
resent the Burundian people, a dignified, resilisnggtae rapprochement of the traditional partners who:
tient, hardworking people, and very attached toretatéyns have cooled in recent years.

eignty, reason why you are called to represent d¥otelghat in that seminar, the various presentations we
fend the vital interests of Burundi in your respeatigeincluding the diplomatic and consular practice:
countries of accredi t dheiotewofthe Head of dMisios in promoting the inve
The Permanent Secretary also asked those Diglaisiathe administrative and financial management in
to reflect the brand image of Burundi in the codiftigesatic mission and tou(MPADC)

and organizations within their jurisdiction through their

attitude and behavior in defending the vital interests of

Burundi. He continued his remarks reminding them that
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REPUBLIC OF BURUNDI

PRESIDENCY OF THE REPUBLIC
Secretariat-General of the State

MEDIA RELEASE N°14 CONSECUTIVE TO THE CABINET MEETING
HELD ON WEDNESDAY 06 DECEMBER 2023

A Cabinet meeting was held in Bujumbura on Wednesday 6™ of December 2023,
under the chairmanship of His Excellency Major General Evariste NDAYISHIMIYE,

President of the Republic of Burundi.

After the presentation and adoption of the agenda, His Excellency the President of the
Republic mvited the Prime Minister to present the summary of the observations
resulting from the preparatory meetings of the Council of Ministers which the Prime
Minister chaired on 08, 09, 20, 21, 22, 29 November and 01 December 2023, and

which were devoted to the analysis of the same files on the agenda.

The following items were analyzed:

1. Draft organic law amending organic law no. 1/11 of May 20, 2019 relating to
the Electoral Code, presented by the Minister of the Interior, Community

Development and Public Security.

The amendment to the law cited above is proposed for three main reasons:

- Harmonize the Electoral Code with Law No. 1/05 of March 16, 2023 determining
and delimiting the Provinces, Communes, Zones, Hills and/or Boroughs of the
Republic of Burundi;

- Resolve the difficulties encountered by the Independent National Electoral

Commission in the implementation of certain provisions of the law in force;



Page0 MFADNMAGAZINE 23 of december

- Take into account the recommendations resulting from the evaluation of the 2020

electoral process.

The main modifications proposed are therefore the following:

- To bring the Electoral Code into conformity with the Constitution, a provision
relating to the order of elections was introduced following the shift in mandates of
state institutions. With the exception of the presidential term which i1s seven years,
the other terms remain five years.

- The establishment of'a Voting Center which brings together polling stations;

- The idea of combining three ballots is abandoned. It is therefore no longer
necessary for the electoral campaign to last three weeks. It is proposed that it last
two weeks:

- In this project, the replacement of a Senator takes into account the three substitutes
provided and the procedure for replacing an independent Senator is specified;

- The project introduces cases of mcompatibility with the mandate of head of
Hill/District;

- To facilitate the possible replacement of municipal councilors without
compromising the gender balance, it is proposed that each candidate registered on
the blocked list have at least three substitutes, preferably of the same ethnicity and
gender;

- Burundians residing outside the country can vote for candidates from their
electoral constituency of origin, including the independent candidate:

- In order to limit fanciful candidacy declarations for the elections of municipal
councilors, a deposit of two hundred thousand Burundian francs (200,000 BIF) per
independent candidate or per list of candidates from political parties or coalitions of
political parties is proposed;

- To discourage certain behaviors that could compromise the electoral process, it is

proposed that it be made an offense for any natural or legal person to:
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o to propagate, through communication channels or on social networks,
messages likely to compromise the electoral process or fuel electoral
violence;

o to announce or proclaim the results of an election before the competent
bodies.

After exchange and debate, the project was adopted with, among other observations
and recommendations, the following:

- Add in visas, the reference to the law governing the press in Burundi;

- Reorganize visas starting with the most recent laws:

- Add a provision which specifies the places where elections are held: The elections
of deputies and senators take place at the provincial level, those of Municipal
Councilors at the municipal level, while those of Chiefs of Hills or Heads of
Boroughs at the local level:

- Specify that the coalitions of political parties are formed after the calling of the
elections for which they wish to become candidates:

- Remove the centralization of results at the level of voting centers as a proposed
novelty and everything related to it in the project;

- Remove the technical unit responsible for supporting the Independent Communal
Electoral Commission since in the event of a problem; it would be difficult to
establish responsibility between the CECI and the technical unit;

- When listing the conditions for a candidacy, specify each time the election
concerned:

- Increase the candidacy deposit for the presidential position to one hundred million
Fbu (100,000,000 Fbu);

- Raise the candidacy deposit for the position of Deputy and Senator to Two million
Fbu (2,000,000 Fbu);

- Insert a provision on the representation of each zone within the Municipal Council
for the Party having won the elections in this zone:

- Increase the fine for any natural or legal person who disrupts the conduct of

elections, using false news, slander or other fraudulent maneuvers.

(5]
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2. Draft organic law revising organic law n°1/04 of February 19, 2020 on the
organization of municipal administration, presented by the Minister of the

Interior, Community Development and Public Security.

Since the promulgation of organic law n°1/04 of February 19, 2020 on the
organization of municipal administration, several reforms have been initiated in the

organization and functioning of local authorities.

It is appropriate to cite organic law No. 1/05 of March 16, 2023 determining and
delimiting the Provinces, Communes, Zones and Hills and/or Boroughs of the
Republic of Burundi which brought the Provinces from 18 to 5, Communes from

119 to 42, Zones from 399 to 451 and Hills or Boroughs from 2911 to 3044.

This law implies reorganization at the level of administrative entities, including the

Province, the Commune. the Zone and the Hill or the District.

In addition, effective decentralization requires the strengthening of the municipal
executive and clarification of the specifications of each local authority, to bring

public services closer to the population.

Thus, through this new bill, a certain number of innovations can be observed:

- This project combines two old laws, namely: organic law no. 1/04 of February 19,
2020 amending certain provisions of law no. 1/33 of November 28, 2014 on the
Organization of Municipal Administration and law no. © 1/16 of May 25, 2015
relating to the terms of transfer of powers from the State to the Municipalities;

- The budget of the Municipality must be an integral part of the general budget of
the State and before the Municipality takes out a loan, the Minister responsible for

finance must approve it:
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- At the level of the organs of the Commune, there is creation of the municipal
executive. Once elected to the position of Municipal Administrator, he will no
longer be a member of the Municipal Council;

- The revision of the specifications of the Municipal Administrator, the Zone
Manager and that of the Hill Manager with the aim of bringing public services
closer to the population;

- The elected Municipal Administrator is an agent. He receives compensation from
the general State budget, but his bonuses and other benefits come from the
Municipality budget:

- The title of “Permanent Executive Secretary” changes to become “Communal
Executive Secretary™;

- The expansion of the organization chart of the Municipality by the creation of
other services within the Municipality;

- The Municipality manages all the services established on its territory, the
personnel and the equipment;

- At the Hill or District level, collegial work is renovated. The Hill or Boroughs
Chief carries out his missions in consultation with the Hill or Boroughs Council.

- The minimum age of Hill or Boroughs Councilors is 25 years old.

At the end of the analysis, the bill was adopted with the following main
observations and recommendations:
- Combine all the attributions of the Municipality and not separate the old ones from
those which are transferred:
- Group the skills of the Municipality according to the following areas:

o Territorial administration and community development;

o Municipal planning and finances:

o Territorial planning, town planning and housing;

o Education, sport and social and cultural issues;

o Public health:

o Water, energy and quarries;

o The environment, agriculture, livestock and land management:
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o Tracks, communication and telecommunications routes;

o Administrative, socio-cultural, economic and tourist infrastructures:

o Human rights, social protection and gender inclusion;

o Entrepreneurship, commerce and industry.

o Carry out the incompatibility of the mandate of municipal councilor with the
functions of: (1°) President of the Republic: (2°) Parliamentarian: (3°) Vice-
President of the Republic; (4°) Prime Minister: (5°) Minister: (6°)
Ombudsman; (7°) Provincial Governor and the members of his cabinet, (8°)
Municipal Administrator; (9) Communal Executive Secretary; (10) Advisor
to the Municipal Administrator; (11) Head of Department of the Commune;
(12) Municipal administration support staft;

- Specify that when the incompatibility is lifted before the end of the mandate, the
Advisor has the right to resume his mandate, unless the functions have ended by
sanction;

- Specify that the vote of no confidence in the Municipal Administrator is taken by
two thirds (2/3) of the members of the Municipal Council physically present;

- To comply with the globally recognized health structure, speak of Health District
where mention is made of Department for other areas:

- Among the conditions for being elected Municipal Administrator, add “being a
national of the municipality”, and have the minimum age to 30 years:

- Create an audit and internal control service attached directly to the Municipal
Administrator;

- Mention that the organization and operation of the departments of the
Municipality will be specified in a decree;

- Provide the Municipal Administrator with a legal advisor, a political and socio-
economic affairs advisor and a communications and public relations advisor;

- Specify that the Municipal Administrator recruits and hires staff, after deliberation
of the Municipal Council, in accordance with the law;

- Specify that the civil servant transferred to the Municipality remains governed by

the general status of civil servants;
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- To give more weight to the Zone, decentralize the services most requested by the
local population at the Zone level and provide it with the following zonal technical
services: (1) Civil Status, (i1) the environment, agriculture, livestock breeding and
land management, (ii1) education, sport and socio-cultural 1ssues (iv) health. The
heads of these services must have at least a post-basic education diploma or
equivalent;

- Specify that the Zone Head must be a native, national or resident in the Zone and
that after his appointment, he must reside in the Zone;

- Specify that the mandate of the Head of Hill or District is remunerated from the
budget of the Municipality, lasts five years and is renewable, and that this
remuneration is fixed by a regulatory text;

- Specify that the draft annual budget is prepared by the Municipal Administrator
and approved by the Municipal Council and that the Municipality's budgetary year
1s aligned with the State budgetary exercise:

- Specify that the authorization, commitment, liquidation and control of expenditure
refer to the law relating to public finances;

- Specify how the budget arrives at the Minister of Finance, that 1s to say the route it
takes and the deadlines for its transmission:

- Among the financial control bodies of the Municipality add “The National
Directorate for Public Procurement Control™;

- In the transitional and final provisions, include a provision which talks about the
management of the staff of the former Communes after the next elections:

- Proceed with the readjustment of judicial entities to take into account the new

redistricting.

3. Bill revising Law No. 1/022 of November 6, 2018 amending Law No. 1/18 of May
15, 2014 establishing, mandate, composition, organization and operation of the

Truth and Reconciliation Commission , presented by the Prime Minister’s Services.
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In order to return dispossessed lands, despoiled houses and other looted property to
the victims of past crimes, the National Land and Other Property Commission was
set up.

The mandate of the National Land and Other Property Commission expired in

March 2022, but it left many pending files.

The Government reflected on an organ that could replace the National Land and
Other Property Commission and found that the Truth and Reconciliation
Commission could accomplish this mission because the missions of the two

commissions overlap somewhere.

Thus, this present bill gives the Commission the competence to know the files
which were pending before the National Commission for Lands and other Property
and the files not yet submitted to the National Commission for Land and other
Property before the end of its mandate.

The decisions of the Commission in matters of land and other property may be
appealed to the Special Court for Land and Other Property.

For cases of successful amicable settlement, this project provides for the ratification
of the settlement agreement by the Special Court of Lands and Other Property, in
order to make it unassailable by subsequent commissions or jurisdictions.

It also provides for the creation, within the Commission, of a department which is
responsible for handling disputes related to Land and Other Property. At the level of
each province. the number of executives to be assigned will depend on the volume
of conflicts.

After exchange and debate, the bill was adopted with the following observations
and recommendations:

- Instead of creating a Department, set up Provincial Delegations of the Truth
Reconciliation Commission which will deal with the issue of Land and other
Property:

- These Provincial Delegations will include support staff working under the

supervision of the Commissioners. They will be appointed by decree;
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4. Bill ratifying by the Republic of Burundi the agreement between the
Government of the Republic of Burundi and the Government of the Russian
Federation on cooperation in the field of nuclear energy, presented by the

Minister of Foreign Affairs and Development Cooperation.

The Government of the Republic of Burundi and the Government of the Russian
Federation have signed a Cooperation Agreement in the field of the use of nuclear
energy for peaceful purposes.

This Agreement 1s based on the mutual interest in establishing a stable legal
framework to facilitate cooperation in the use of nuclear energy for peaceful
purposes.

The expertise acquired by the Government of the Russian Federation in this area
makes 1t particularly well placed to meet Burundi's expectations.

As Burundi 1s faced with energy needs, this cooperation with the Russian
Federation will allow Burundi to limit its energy dependence by producing its own

sustainable energy source.

After exchange and debate, the project was adopted.

n

. Bill ratifving by the Republic of Burundi the agreement between the
Government of the Republic of Burundi and the Government of the Republic
of Cuba on visa exemption for holders of diplomatic, official and service
passports, presented by the Minister of Foreign Affairs and Development

Cooperation.

The Government of the Republic of Burundi and the Government of the Republic of
Cuba signed, on September 14, 2023 in Havana, the Agreement between the two

Governments on the reciprocal exemption from Visas for holders of diplomatic,
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official and Service passports. This Agreement will apply only to diplomats and
civil servants of the two countries.

It testifies to the good state of ties of friendship, fraternity and cooperation and
reaffirms the desire of the Cuban and Burundian governments to consolidate them.
The abolition of visas for holders of diplomatic, official and service passports will
allow faster exchange, regularity and fluidity of travel for officials of the two
respective administrations. It will create favorable conditions for economic,

commercial and investment cooperation activities between the two countries.

After exchange and debate, the project was adopted.

Draft decree revising Decree No. 100/069 of September 24, 2020 on the
missions and organization of the Ministry of Finance, Budget and Economic

Planning, presented by the Minister of Finance, Budget and Economic Planning.

This draft decree responds to the major concern of strengthening this ministry so
that it assumes its role and increasing the accountability of all parties concerned by
the implementation of ongoing reforms and the proper execution of projects. The
main changes proposed are as follows:

- The change of name of the Ministry;

- Strengthening the Minister's office with technical advisors on legal, economic and
public finance issues;

- The establishment of two permanent secretariats: The first in charge of Planning
and Economic and Financial Cooperation, and the second in charge of Finance

- The establishment of a General Directorate of Reforms and Economic and
Financial Cooperation;

- The General Inspectorate of the ministry which is renamed “General Inspectorate
of Finance™;

- Strengthening the IT department, by transforming it into the General Department

of Information Systems;
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- Strengthening the missions of the General Directorate of Public Finance by
assigning it an internal financial control and verification department attached to the
Director General.

After exchange and debate, the project was adopted with the following observations
and recommendations:

* Regarding visas, add the reference to the law on public administration; as well as
the decree establishing the general framework for the specifications of Ministerial
Inspections and Internal Control Services of the Burundian public administration in
terms of governance monitoring;

* Keep the current name of the Ministry;

* Specify that the purpose of the decree is the reorganization of the Ministry of
Finance, Budget and Economic Planning™;

* Keep the General Inspectorate of the Ministry in place of the proposal for a
General Inspectorate of Finance:

* Insert an article which provides for the method of appointing executives and
senior executives of the Ministry:

* Specify the number of advisors to be assigned to different cells as well as their
specifications;

* Distinguish personalized administrations from public establishments;

* Ensure that the public procurement code under review takes into account the
Government's vision “Burundi Emerging Country in 2040 and Developed Country
in 2060™;

* Disseminate the Vision document Burundi Emerging Country in 2040 and
Developed Country in 2060;

* Finalize as quickly as possible the legal framework for personalized
administrations of the State and Public Establishments;

* Accelerate the revision of the National Development Plan document.

7. Annual State budget execution report, Fiscal year 2022-2023, presented by the

Minister of Finance, Budget and Economic Planning.

11
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As part of the implementation of the law relating to public finances, the Ministry of
Finance, Budget and Economic Planning produces performance and budget
execution reports for transparency in the execution of the State budget.

This report concerns the execution of the State budget for the 2022-2023 financial
year.

The 2022-2023 Budget was executed while an economic recession is observed
internationally.

At the national level, following the start of program budgets and program contracts
with the 2022-2023 financial year, the 2022-2023 budget was executed in a

particular way compared to other previous budgets.

As this was the first year of starting the budget in program mode, difficulties in

executing it arose.

In addition to this problem with budget execution, the budget forecasts for
expenditures which were to be subject to public procurement presented a need to be
refinanced because the prices on different categories of goods were not stable.

It should be noted that the salary forecasts for the 2022/2023 financial year did not
cover additional salary expenses following the administrative release and fictitious

career advancement carried out in the civil service sector.

Regarding revenue, revenue collection for the 2022-2023 budget year recorded a
poor performance of 93.5%.
As for expenditure, the liquidation rate of the state budget at the end of the 2022-

2023 budget years is 95.6%.

Generally speaking, analysis of the implementation reports of the Work Plans and
Annual Budget throughout the year shows that the budget was generally consumed.
However, efforts to better program activities and resources as well as the budgetary

management mechanism are still required.

12
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After analysis and debate on this Report, the Council of Ministers approved it with
the recommendation to prepare this Report quarterly, and analyze it before the

expenditure commitment ceilings.

8. Bill establishing budgetary regulations and reports for the 2022/2023 financial
year, presented by the Minister of Finance, Budget and Economic Planning.
The budget settlement and reporting bill finds its origins in the law relating to
public finances which stipulates that the Minister in charge of Finance prepares and
submits to the Government for adoption the budget settlement and reporting bill at
the latest five months after the close of the financial year.
It is within this framework that this draft budget regulation and report for the

2022/2023 financial year is submitted to the Government.

The budget was executed in both revenue and expenditure in accordance with the
requirements of Law No. 1/22 of June 30, 2022 establishing the general budget of
the Republic of Burundi for the 2022/2023 financial year. In terms of revenue, the
achievement rate was 106% while in terms of expenditure, it was 109%.

After analysis, the project was adopted with the following recommendations:

* Make more efforts to capitalize on revenue by strengthening mechanisms to
discourage tax evasion.

* Produce a report on the exemptions granted in order to assess the financial impact

and verify that those who benefited from them carried out their projects properly.

9. Note on the campaign to combat fraud on taxes and internal charges, presented

by the Minister of Finance, Budget and Economic Planning

As part of the campaign against fraud, an audit of certain companies producing
juices and alcoholic drinks has been initiated.

In the context of the use of electronic invoicing machines among the taxpayers
analyzed, irregularities were noted, in this case the difference between the prices

appearing on the invoices sent to the OBR and the prices actually paid by customers
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The analysis shows that on average VAT is reduced by 62%. This means that the
VAT collector pays to the Treasury only 38% of the VAT collected on the sale of
goods.

The note indicates the actions initiated or to be initiated towards the delinquent

taxpayers, their tax advisors and the employees of the OBR.

After analyzing the note, the Council of Ministers appreciated the measures already
taken to combat fraud, but that much remains to be done. The {following
observations and recommendations were made:

* The Council of Ministers particularly condemned the complicity at the level of the
OBR 1n this fraud:

* OBR employees complicit in fraud must be seriously sanctioned:

» An audit will be carried out on all taxpayers and those at fault will be sanctioned
and will have to repay what they owe to the Public Treasury;

* For vehicles used in fraud and seized, check whether they are the property of the
fraudster or not;

« If it turns out that these are rented vehicles, return them to the owners if they are
not complicit:

* Those who rent the vehicles check what they will be used for:

* Dismantle and repress salary fraud at the level of the Ministry of Civil Service and

extend this work to other structures operating on the state budget.

0. Project to support access to financing for imports of strategic products from
the World Bank, presented by the Minister of Finance, Budget and Economic
Planning.

The proposed operation aims to revive the financing of imports.

The IDA will provide a US $§ 40 million guarantee facility to enable local
commercial banks to open letters of credit to support imports by private businesses.
The scope of application will be limited to the import of essential products
(fertilizers and medicines). All banks will be eligible provided they meet predefined

criteria, which will be detailed in the project operations manual.
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