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O 
n Monday December 4, 
2023, the Burundian Head 
of State His Excellency 

Evariste Ndayishimiye accompanied 
by the First Lady, Her Excellency 
Angeline Ndayishimiye, returned to 
the country after a work mission car-
ried out in Dubai, in the United Arab 
Emirates, where alongside his Coun-
terpart Heads of State and Govern-
ment, he took part in the United Na-
tions conference on climate change 
(COP28) held from December 1 to 2, 
2023. 
  During a lively press briefing upon 
his arrival in Bujumbura, the President 

of the Republic suggested that during 
this conference he returned to the 
country's multiple initiatives aimed at 
protecting and restoring landscapes 
including the “Ewe Burundi Uram-
baye” program and also reiterated the 
call for a synergy of efforts to translate 
promises into action. 
He also indicated that Burundi is the 
first one on the list of countries having 
most taken into account the health of 
the population in their climate change 
mitigation plan according to the recent 
report from the Global Alliance for 
Climate Change. 
On the sidelines of COP28, His Excel-
lency President Ndayishimiye took 
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part in an event on green industrialization organized by 
Kenya. An opportunity to discuss the best path to pro-
pel Africa towards a carbon neutral economy. 
The Head of State also received in audience the inves-
tors wishing to provide their support in the sports sector 
and promised to visit the country in the coming days to 
contact the technical services with a view to setting up 

the cooperation frameworks. . 
Still on the sidelines of COP28, the Agreements in the 
mining sector between the United Arab Emirates and 
Burundi were signed by the Ministers responsible for 
foreign affairs of the two countries in the presence of the 
Burundian Head of State. (Presidency) 
 

O 
n Tuesday December 5, 2023, the Head of 

State His Excellency Evariste Ndayishimiye 

enhanced with his presence the Taxpayer's 

Day, 8th  Edition organized in Bujumbura under the 

theme "Let's use modern technology for online declara-

tion and payment of taxes and fees , let's support the 

development of the country." 

The Commissioner of the Burundian Revenue Office 

(OBR) Mr. Jean Claude Manirakiza indicated that that 

Day is an opportune moment for the self-evaluation, for 

congratulating ourselves on the progress already rec-

orded and an opportunity to deplore the shortcomings 

and errors committed. 

Mr. Jean Claude Manirakiza indicated that the new tech-

nology of electronic declaration and electronic payment 

of taxes brought added the value to the country because 

it allowed the increase in revenue to the public treasury 

and the reduction of tax and customs fraud. 

Despite the significant progress in the collection of taxes, 

the Commissioner General of the OBR deplores the be-

havior of certain OBR agents who collaborate with cer-

tain traders or the economic operators in tax fraud. Some 

of them were fired, others imprisoned, said Jean Claude 

MANIRAKIZA. 

Mr. Olivier Suguru, President of the Federal Chamber of 

Commerce and Industry of Burundi (CFCIB), in response 

to that concern, indicated that that organization will work 

in synergy with the Government of Burundi to combat the 

committed fraud, including the fraud tax and the customs 

duties. 

In his speech for the occasion, the President of the Re-

public of Burundi His Excellency Evariste NDAY-

ISHIMIYE pointed at certain executives and agents of 

the OBR who display the notorious complicity in tax 

fraud, calling for a change in behavior. And to specify 

that a law on digitalization will soon be put in place, with 

a view to repressing anyone who disregards the law. 

(RTNB) 

The Head of State enhances the taxpayer's day with his presence 

Seminar for the Heads of Diplomatic and Consular Missions of Burundi abroad 

O 
n December 7 and 8, 2023, the Ministry of 

Foreign Affairs and Development Coopera-

tion organized a seminar for the Heads of 

Diplomatic and Consular Missions of Burundi abroad. 

On Thursday December 7, 2023, His Excellency 

the President of the Republic Evariste NDAY-

ISHIMIYE met behind closed doors the Heads of 

Diplomatic and Consular Missions of Burundi 

abroad at the Ntare House palace. 

After that session, the Minister of Foreign Affairs 

and Development Cooperation Ambassador Albert 

SHINGIRO discussed about the current situation of Bu-

rundian diplomacy, then he indicated that that seminar is 

organized at a time when Burundi is experiencing a new 



Page  3 MFADC-MAGAZINE Nr 23 of december 8 , 2023 

 

momentum of development with the vision of Bu-

rundi as an Emerging country in 2040 and a Devel-

oped country in 2060. The Minister Albert SHINGI-

RO reminded the Heads of the Diplomatic and Con-

sular Missions of the Ministry's commitment for 

strengthening the economic diplomacy through an 

awareness raising in favor of the foreign direct in-

vestments, trade, tourism promotion, infrastructure 

and technology transfer. 

In his speech, the President of the Republic, His 

Excellency Evariste NDAYISHIMIYE said that that 

seminar will be of a great importance, because it 

will be an opportunity for their self-assessments 

and their determinations in promoting the Burundi-

an diplomacy. The President of the Republic urged 

the leaders, including the Diplomats, to use their 

positions in order to bring about a significant posi-

tive change, each in their field, although the re-

sistance to change was always reported. 

The Head of State asked the Burundian Diplomats 

accredited abroad to praise the riches of their coun-

try including coffee, tea, tourist sites, the climate, 

the quality of its food, etc. He took the opportunity 

to tell them about the Vision of Burundi as an Emerging 

country in 2040 and a Developed country in 2060, be-

fore enlightening their conscience on the contribution of 

all Burundians to the success of that objective. He re-

minded the major pillars of the sustainable develop-

ment including peace and security, the program budg-

et, the digitalization of services and an awakened con-

science for the interest of his homeland. The President 

of the Republic finally announced that a new action 

plan, including the challenges and solutions discussed 

in that seminar, will be accomplished for a dynamic 

diplomacy. 

The second day of the seminar of the Heads of Diplo-

matic and Consular Missions was marked by the vari-

ous presentations and discussions on the Diaspora, 

the new agreements relating to the Burundian migrant 

workers, the new Cooperation Framework Plan be-

tween Burundi and the United Nations Development 

System, the new approach to the financial manage-

ment (program budget) and the activity reports: find-

ings and reminders of the expected results. 

The seminar ended with the reading of the recommen-

dations made during that activity. (MFADC) 

The First Lady of Burundi highlights the importance of the fight against AIDS on Inter-
national Day 

O 
n Wednesday December 6, 2023, the 
First Lady Her Excellency Angeline 
NDAYISHIMIYE, took part in the ceremo-

nies to celebrate the International AIDS Day in the 
province of Ruyigi, normally celebrated on Decem-
ber 1 of each year. Under the theme “Let's entrust 
the leadership to Communities,” the First Lady de-
livered a committed speech, highlighting Burundi's 
the remarkable achievements in the fight against 

that disease and the challenges that remain. 

In her speech, the First Lady welcomed the significant 
progress made by Burundi in the fight against AIDS, 
which has earned the international recognition for hav-
ing progressed towards the ambitious UNAIDS target 
of 95-95- 95, in the Central and East Africa region. 
However, she reminded that despite those encourag-
ing advances, it is essential to persevere because the 
path to the total elimination of the disease still remains 

long. 

The First Lady expressed her deep concern about the 
persistence of cases of contamination among the Bu-
rundian population, particularly among the young peo-
ple. She stressed that the fight against AIDS is a col-
lective responsibility, because the consequences of 
that disease affect the whole of society and hinder the 
development of the country. She strongly denounced 
the harmful practices that contribute to the spread of 
the virus, such as the use of narcotics and the sexual 
violence, and called on each individual to actively en-
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gage in the prevention and eradication of those practic-

es. 

In a fervent call for justice, the First Lady demanded 
that the perpetrators of rape and other wrongdoing 
against the young girls be severely punished. She also 
requested the increased involvement of the administra-
tive authorities to prevent the new contaminations 
among the children and promote the appropriate pro-
tection measures. Furthermore, she expressed her 
gratitude to international partners who continue to sup-
port Burundi in that crucial fight, while encouraging the 
continued cooperation in strengthening the national 
capacities in that area. Various prizes were awarded by 
the Consultative and Decision-Making Framework of 
the Organizations of People Living with HIV (PLHIV) 
and the Community of Communes of Pithiverais 

(CCDP+) to champions in the fight against AIDS in Bu-
rundi including H.E the First Lady and President of the 
Office of the First Lady for Development (OPDD)-
Burundi, the Ministry of Public Health and the Fight 
against AIDS (MSPLS), the U.S Embassy in Burundi, 
and the National Association for Support of HIV-positive 

and AIDS patients (ANSS). 

The celebration of the International AIDS Day was a mo-
ment marked by the mobilization of the First Lady and 
many committed actors from the Burundian Ministry of 
Public Health and the Fight against AIDS. That event 
strengthened the determination of all participants to in-
tensify the awareness, prevention and treatment efforts, 
in order to achieve the goals set by UNAIDS and ensure 

the better health for all Burundians. (Presidency) 

O 
n Thursday November 7, 2023, the national 

fitting and rehabilitation center located in 

Gitega celebrated its golden jubilee and the 

International Day of Persons with Disabilities which is 

normally celebrated on December 3 each year. The 

ceremonies were enhanced by the presence of the 

Prime Minister of the Government of Burundi, Lieuten-

ant General of Police Gervais Ndirakobuca and the 

Minister in charge of national solidarity. The speeches 

delivered on that occasion suggest that the Govern-

ment of Burundi has made a lot of efforts to support 

people with disabilities. 

The festivities began with a thanksgiving Mass cele-

brated at the Saint Sacrement Parish of Gitega. That 

Mass saw the participation of the Prime Minister Lieu-

tenant General of Police Gervais Ndirakobuca, the Min-

ister of National Solidarity, Social Affairs, Human 

Rights and Gender, Mrs. Imelde Sabushimike, senior 

executives of the Prime Minister's office, executives 

and Heads of the various decentralized services in 

Gitega as well as the population and current beneficiar-

ies of the National Apparatus and Rehabilitation Center 

(CNAR). 

During that Mass, the celebrant Priest reminded the ori-

gins of the CNAR in 1973, initially a center for the disa-

bled managed by the Catholic Church to become a na-

tional center in 1986. Under the theme "United in action 

to save and achieve the Sustainable Development Goals 

for, with and by people with disabilities”. The festivities 

were enhanced by the demonstrations of performances 

by disabled artists developing their numbers while calling 

for their inclusion in economic development planning in 

various sectors of national life. 

In her speech for the occasion, the Minister responsible 

for the social affairs, Madame Imelde Sabushimike, not-

ed that the considerable efforts are being made to sup-

port people with disabilities in Burundi. She notably cited 

the services of the CNAR where disabled people with 

proven economic vulnerability are treated free of charge. 

Across the country, she noted, the Government of Bu-

rundi has already built more than 1,500 homes for vul-

nerable disabled people while those who can and who 

can raise walls benefit from the Government's sheets. 

Ms. Sabushimike thanked the specialized centers and 

certain public schools which have already integrated in-

clusive education into their programs. 

For his part, the Burundian Prime Minister reaffirmed the 

Burundian Government's commitment to ensuring the 

well-being of the entire population in general and people 

People with disabilities called upon to plan the development projects 
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with disabilities in particular. And to call on the inter-

national organizations working in Burundi to include 

in their action plans, projects aimed at the econom-

ic empowerment of people living with the disabili-

ties. The organizations of the United Nations sys-

tem have been called in a particular way asking 

them to follow in the footsteps of the Government of 

Burundi which continues to be concerned about the 

well-being of that category of people. 

Addressing people with the disabilities to address 

their grievances, Prime Minister Lieutenant General 

of Police Gervais Ndirakobuca asked people with 

disabilities to plan the development projects in line 

with the Government's vision of making Burundi an 

Emerging country in 2040 and a country developed 

in 2060. He asked the confederation of associations 

of people living with disabilities to plan development 

projects that align with the 2040-2060 vision of the 

Government of Burundi, which will allow the Govern-

ment of Burundi to review increasing the budget allo-

cated to this sector, especially since Burundi has now 

adopted a program budget system. 

The Head of the Burundian Government calls on Bu-

rundians to contribute effectively to forever banishing 

the unworthy behavior of people who roam the cities all 

day long begging, reminding that those who are re-

turned to families do not take long to return to the 

streets. “In the community, every citizen must contrib-

ute to the supervision of street children returned to the 

families so that they do not return there,” insisted the 

Prime Minister. 

The Prime Minister and the Minister in charge of na-

tional solidarity provided the food assistance to the na-

tional equipment and rehabilitation center to support it 

in its activities to care for disabled people. (RTNB) 

Some oral presentations with debate for the Minister responsible for Public Health 

D 
uring the 

plenary 

session 

of December 8, 

2023, the National 

Assembly invited 

the Minister of Public Health and the Fight against 

AIDS, Mrs. Lydwine Baradahana, to answer the 

questions of the Honorable Deputies concerning the 

audit report released by the Court of Auditors on the 

budgetary management capacity of its Ministry for 

the period from 2019/2020 to 2022/2023. The main 

objective of that session was to clarify the issues 

raised by the Honorable Deputies and to provide 

detailed explanations on the findings of that report. 

The audit carried out by the Court of Auditors fo-

cused on the evaluation of the budgetary and ac-

counting management conditions, as well as on the 

evaluation of the internal control capacity. Different 

aspects were taken into account when assessing 

budget management conditions, including the as-

sessment of the previous management review, the 

management capacity of the budget preparation 

process, the capacity to execute public expenditure 

and the monitoring of budgetary and accounting in-

formation. 

In addition, the evaluation of the effectiveness of the 

internal control system focused on the aspects relat-

ing to the control environment, risk assessment and 

control activities, information and communication as 

well as management. 

Considering the evolution of the investment credits 

allocated to the Ministry, the observation is that there 

was, for the financial years 2019/2020 to 2022, an in-

crease of 121% due to the construction of the new hos-

pitals. However, a decrease of 29.3% is observed for 

the 2022/2023 financial year because the construction 

budget was transferred to OBUHA. 

As for the level of budget execution in relation to voted 

appropriations, the overall rate of budget execution is 

87.6% in 2019/2020, 97.2% in 2020/2021 and 90.8% in 

2021/2022. Even if the reasons are not mentioned, the 

observation is that the budget execution rate for invest-

ments is low for the years 2019/2020 (41.5%) and 

2021/2022 (69.5%). 

Certain actions were initiated as part of the preparation 

for the implementation of the program budget by the 

Ministry of Public Health and the Fight against AIDS. 

Questions relating to the current state of municipal 

hospitals and the assets of the said Ministry were 

raised by the Honorable Deputies. The Minister re-
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sponded by indicating that thanks to the support of the 

global fund, those assets will be listed using CMMS 

software, which will make it possible to obtain a clear 

vision of the assets of that Ministry. Regarding the 

shortage of the medical personnel and the departure of 

the Doctors abroad, the Minister stressed that the ap-

propriate solutions are being developed to resolve that 

problem. 

After analysis of the report of the Court of Auditors by 

the standing committee on public accounts and finance, 

economic affairs and planning, it appears that during 

the budgetary years 2019/2020, 2020/2021 and 

2021/2022, the Ministry of Public Health and the Fight 

against AIDS has done its best in budget management. 

However, shortcomings should be noted linked to the 

low execution rates of certain expenditures, the long 

delays in the completion of the public expenditure 

chain, the keeping of accounts and the effectiveness of 

the internal control system. . 

Finally, it is recommended that the Ministry of Public 

Health and the Fight against AIDS adopt the recommen-

dations made by the Court of Auditors. 

Mrs. Lydwine Baradahana had the opportunity to present 

the measures taken by her Ministry to improve the budg-

etary management and ensure the efficient use of the 

allocated resources. She underlined the importance of 

transparency and accountability in the management of 

public funds, as well as the commitment of her Ministry 

to implement the recommendations made by the Court of 

Auditors. 

At the end of the plenary session, the President of the 

National Assembly, including the Deputies, satisfied with 

the answers and explanations provided during his first 

intervention before the Deputies, strongly encouraged 

the Minister Baradahana to continue his efforts and to 

continue to work for the well-being of the population with 

determination. (General Assembly) 

 

U 
nder the provisions of the article 91, para-
graph 2 of the Constitution of the Republic of 
Burundi, seven new candidate members of 

the Independent National Electoral Commission (CENI) 
were approved by the National Assembly in turn during 
the plenary session of December 7, 2023, after the 
Senate approved them on December 6, 2023. 
Thus, they will be appointed by the presidential decree 
in accordance with that previous law, taking into ac-
count that they were approved separately by the Na-
tional Assembly and the Senate by the absolute majori-
ty. 

Those Candidates approved 
by ninety-five (95) Honorable 
Deputies are: 
Ntahorwamiye Prosper, Hutu, 
was approved President of 
the CENI; 
NAHIMANA Victoire, Tutsi, 
was approved Vice-President 
of the CENI; 
BIZUMUREMYI Odette, Tut-
si, was approved as commis-
sioner in charge of admin-
istration and finance; 
NYANDWI Sylvestre, Hutu, 
was approved as commis-
sioner in charge of legal af-

fairs and electoral litigation; 
BIZIMANA François, Hutu, was approved as commis-
sioner in charge of electoral education and communica-
tion; 
NDAYIRAGIJE Léonidas, Hutu, was approved as com-
missioner in charge of operations, electoral IT and equip-
ment maintenance; 
BUGAGA Gabby, Tutsi, was approved as commissioner 

in charge of electoral logistics and supplies. (General 
Assembly) 

Approval of new members of the Independent National Electoral Commission (CENI) by the 

National Assembly 
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T 
he Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Develop-

ment Cooperation organized, from Decem-

ber 5 to 6, 2023, at the Lake Tanganyika 

Club, in the economic capital of Bujumbura, an in-

formation and exchange Seminar for the Parliamen-

tarians, members of the Commissions in charge of 

political and diplomatic issues. 

In his speech at the launch of activities, on Tuesday 

December 5, 2023, on behalf of the Minister of For-

eign Affairs and Development Cooperation, His Ex-

cellency Albert Shingiro, the Permanent Secretary 

at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Development 

Cooperation Mr. Ferdinand Bashikako welcomed 

the guests. 

He thanked the President of the Commission at the 

National Assembly, Honorable Côme Manirakiza for 

his sincere and active collaboration in the prepara-

tion and completion of that work. He also thanked 

the Honorable Executives for being kind enough to 

respond to the invitation, and everyone who contrib-

uted to the preparation of the Seminar. 

He specified that that Seminar is a means of ex-

changing information and sharing the experiences 

on certain diplomatic sectors targeted by the mutual 

agreement likely in responding more easily and with 

the full knowledge of the facts to their legislative 

mission. It was also an opportunity for the Ministry 

for providing them with the necessary instruments 

to better understand the diplomatic work and its 

effects on the population that they represent with 

dignity. 

Mr. Ferdinand Bashikako informed them that our 

country has regained its rightful place in the concert 

of the Nations, under the enlightened leadership of 

His Excellency Evariste NDAYISHIMIYE, President 

of the Republic of Burundi. He said that that devel-

opment strongly encouraged the country in 

strengthening the 

National and Inter-

national Sover-

eignty, particularly 

through the devel-

opment of an offi-

cial foreign policy 

document. 

 

That Seminar revolved around three presentations: 

-A presentation on the negotiation of partnerships and 

cooperation agreements which falls doubly within their 

remit because not only do they negotiate partnerships 

and agreements themselves but also because the Gov-

ernment submits the acts relating to the diplomatic sec-

tor to their vote and cooperation, in response to the 

relevant articles of the National Constitution. 

-Diplomatic, legal and protocol practices in order to 

clarify the interactions with the parliamentary work; 

-The main orientations of Burundi's foreign policy. 

He finally concluded that those themes converge to-

wards a common objective which is the full realization 

of the economic diplomacy of our country based on five 

pillars, namely the attraction of the foreign investments; 

technology transfer; the gradual industrialization of the 

country; infrastructure development; promoting trade 

and tourism. They converge at the same time towards 

the implementation of the Vision of a “Burundi emerg-

ing country in 2040 and developed country in 2060”. 

Before closing the Seminar, the participants raised the 

recommendations. They really appreciated the organi-

zation of that Seminar for them because they benefited 

from the analysis tools in their daily work, and they 

wished another Seminar for them to learn more be-

cause the time was short. (MFADC) 

Information and exchange Seminar for the Parliamentary, Members for the Commis-

sions in charge of the political and diplomatic issues  
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O 
n Wednesday December 

6, 2023, in Gitega, at 

Centre Magnificat, the 

Permanent Secretary at the Minis-

try of Foreign Affairs and Develop-

ment Cooperation Mr. Ferdinand BASHIKAKO pro-

ceeded to the opening of the information and exchange 

seminar for the newly appointed Diplomats. 

Before beginning his speech, the Permanent Secretary 

first greeted and extended a warm welcome to those 

diplomats. He continued his speech saying that the 

Ministry organized that seminar for the newly appointed 

Diplomats for a better knowledge and understanding of 

their responsibilities with a regard to the mission given, 

seeing that the diplomatic mission is both noble, exhila-

rating and compelling. It also requires the qualities, 

intelligence, love of work, wisdom and patriotism. 

The Permanent Secretary reminded them that Burundi 

is a sovereign State, which has approved its dignity to 

the world and which has been able to overcome many 

challenges including attempts at the foreign interfer-

ence in the internal affairs of the country. “You will rep-

resent the Burundian people, a dignified, resilient, pa-

tient, hardworking people, and very attached to sover-

eignty, reason why you are called to represent and de-

fend the vital interests of Burundi in your respective 

countries of accreditation,” he adds. 

The Permanent Secretary also asked those Diplomats 

to reflect the brand image of Burundi in the countries 

and organizations within their jurisdiction through their 

attitude and behavior in defending the vital interests of 

Burundi. He continued his remarks reminding them that 

to represent the country requires to knowing its socio-

economic development projects, its vision and its ambi-

tion, that it is necessary to mobilize the foreign investors, 

to present to them the numerous business opportunities 

in a good climate. He indicated that the Burundi's eco-

nomic diplomacy is based on five pillars, namely: the 

attraction of foreign investments; technology transfer; the 

progressive industrialization of the country; infrastructure 

development; promoting trade and tourism. 

Regarding the communication, the Permanent Secretary 

asked them to always use a rapid, effective and efficient 

communication, accurate, objective, clear, concise, and 

constructive and issued in a timely manner and faithful to 

the foreign policy and instructions of the Capital city. Re-

garding the cooperation with the countries or the organi-

zations in their jurisdiction, he also implored them to en-

sure the strengthening of the existing good relations, but 

also the rapprochement of the traditional partners whose 

relations have cooled in recent years. 

Note that in that seminar, the various presentations were 

made including the diplomatic and consular practices; 

the role of the Head of Mission in promoting the inves-

tors; the administrative and financial management in a 

diplomatic mission and tourism. (MFADC) 

 

 

Information and exchange seminar for the newly appointed Diplomats 
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